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Buck, Pearl S. THE PATRIOT John Day 





* xk I found this better reading than any novel of Pearl Buck's since The Good 
Earth. Almost it might fit into that series, bringing new China up to date, though 
actually the characters form an entirely new group. The story opens with the back- 
ground of fomenting revolution - it ends with two of the characters of the early un- 
rest, sharing the experiences of the Red Army in the mountain fastnesses, just at the 
moment of accepting the united front with Chiang Kai-shek. The years between have 
separated the friends, and the story centers on Wu I-wan, exiled to Japan by his rich 
father, and growing into Japanese life, through business and marriage, until the war 
forces him to a realization of his essential patriotism. A fascinating study of two 
ways of life and thought -— good romance, good adventure.... Apologies for last minute 


























report. It's not our fault! $2.50 
@ March 28 

Rame, David WINE OF GOOD HOPE Macmillan 

* x It is some time since I have found myself so absorbed in a novel by an un- 


known author, so completely sure that a novel had a chance for big sales as with this 
"dark horse". It is hardly fair to point analogies, in the case of a book that has 
every right to stand on its own feet, but - for the sake of short cuts, there is in 
it something of Anthony Adverse, something of Jalna. There is a character, driven 
by the fates, seeking something always just beyond, as in Anthony Adverse. There is - 
as a counter force, the pull of the home, the power of a place to bind its owners to 
it, the chord of the family, making and breaking, and a grandmother, that is, perhaps, 
more of a "matriarch" than the old harridan of the Jalna tales... Wine of Good Hope 
is set in modern South Africa, and Languedoc, a famous vineyard property, comes to 
life as you read of it. The first third of the story follows the fortunes of the young 
family of Lemaires, and their cousins, the twin boys and young Lowell, with whom, even 
in adolescence, Tony Lemaire is in love. It is an idyll, broken only by the fore- 
shadowing of the family curse -— and by the desertion of the mother - and finally dis- 
rupted by the hard ambition of the older sister, who wishes the place for herself, 
and schemes to force young Tony into the tradition of the family, desertion and wander- 
| ing. There are vivid descriptions of storm and fire; there is the trek, recapturing 
something of the historic trek of the Boers, there is the constant background of the 
homestead and the vineyards. And then Tony goes - seeking, momentarily, escape from 
the tragedy of destruction, caught by chance into currents that seize and hold him to 
a life of wandering. It is good adventure, this odyssey of his wanderings - with 
always the tug of South Africa and Lowell in his veins. It is a great book, with many 
@ elements skilfully welded, and characters that take form and life. And there is some 
ee. superb writing and a freshness and zest which much new writing lacks. The publishers 
are backing it with substantial advertising, and sales aids in the way of posters and 
postcards. It is a book which should appeal to a wide range of readers. See for 
yourself - it is a good bet. $2.50 
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SOME NAMES THAT MEAN SALES 


A new H. G. Wells,THE HOLY TERROR (Simon & Schuster) is a dramatization of his pet 
theories, but - well see the report for yourself. A new Faith Baldwin, CAREER BY 
PROXY (Farrar & Rinehart) means good rentals. Sinclair Lewis' son, Wells Lewis, has 
a book, THEY STILL SAY NO (Farrar & Rinehart) which will stimulate reading out of 
curiosity. And Beverly Nichols, with an uneven record, still can be counted on for 
a market for REVUE (Doubleday, Doran). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


¢ 


March2? QUJWe ™ 
Gizycka, Felicia THE FLOWER OF SMOKE Scribner 


An odd book, a rather telling picture of post-war directionless circles 
here and on the continent, occasionally poignant, with a certain strong emotional 
undertow. The story of a girl left unstable, rootless, romantic at eighteen, with a 
background of the decadence of Austrian aristocracy, following the war, and New York, 
hard, brittle, evasive. Her marriage fails to give her what she needs - she turns 
back to the Old World, only to find further disappointment. Eventually, left alone, 
she discovers that inner peace can come only through personal integration, not places 
or people. A psychological novel, which should find a market among those who like 


emotional fiction handled imaginatively. $2.50 
March 24 
Knight, Kim THE BULLDOGGER Dodge 


Pulp romance ~— Western, in which our hero, Winborne, deliberately loses a 
bulldogging match in a rodeo so that the father of little Posey can win and send his 
crippled daughter east for treatment. After ten years Winborne hears that Posey is 
now an orphan and searches for her only to find she has just become engaged to an 
unscrupulous cattleman. After throwing a vicious bull, Winborne kidnaps Posey when 
she signals at her wedding feast that she remembers him and has changed her mind 
about marrying the cattleman. They are pursued and betrayed, and finally see the 
end of their enemies in a ghost town... And Posey and Winborne find, that, after all 
these years they are In Love. You may gather this is so so-so. $2.00 


Cunningham, Louis Arthur OF THESE THREE LOVES Penn 


Much ado about love, nicely done, and wrapped up in an attractive package. 
There's the girl ~ and the three men in her life; there's true love, and monied love 
and misunderstandings making a rocky path to a happy ending. Rentals. $2.00 


Ferguson, Blanche Smith BIRD OF PARADISE Penn 


Silver spoon glamor whirl, which should appeal to the light fiction fans. 
There's a millionaire New Yorker who loses his money and his girl - and who goes to 
Nassau to get over it. There he marries on short notice an island girl who wants to 
get to the States, they separate, she finds fame of sorts, flaunting society and 
dancing in a show - and after much cat and mousing they get together again. $2.00 
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Wells, H. G. THE HOLY TERROR 


Simon & Schuster 





H.-G.W. has been preaching his gospel of all knowledge made available for all 
the world as a path to international settlements, and he gets that steed into his 
stable in a story of the making of a dictator and the creation of a world state. He 
sets his clock forward only a few years, but those years have made the world ripe for 
the domination of the Common Man. Trouble is, he creates as his symbol, a man who is 
barely emerging from unpleasant adolescence, and who, drunk with ambition and power, 
takes on too much of the character of today's dictators. Once in the saddle, ration-— 
alization goes haywire, in the pursuit of an ideal of the collective will - which, 
ultimately, he is unwilling to yield to. All the main speakers in the story are 

Mr. Wells, in his varied characters, and as a novel the book limps badly, once our 
horrid small boy, grows beyond horrid adolescence to still more horrid maturity. $2.'75 


April 3 


Hawkins, Desmond HAWK AMONG SPARROWS Knopf 


A very quiet, tempered piece of caricature, in the story of the Sparges, 
tiving a "very private, undistinguished and soporific" existence in a small English 
town, and of the stranger in their midst. Mrs. Sparge, blowsy ex-chorus girl, still 
confident of her charms, the husband a dull nonentity, a pathetic, gawky Ellen, niece 
and maid of all work — and in contradistinction, a boarder, representing the outer 
world, the hawk among the sparrows, object of envy and curiosity. In tracing the 
sordid story of each vieing with the other for the attention of the man who wants none 
of them, Hawkins has done an astute piece of satire. He has a shrewd talent for singl- 
ing out the bungling, petty foibles of a group of mediocrities. Can't see a wide market 
for this, well done as it is. $2.50 


April 4 


Wilson, Helen Finnegan THE KING PIN Macmillan 


A family chronicle, with amusing moments; a likeable yarn with wide human 
interest, and volatile characters. Lizanne's marriage opens the book, and her frank 
enjoyment of her own family pries her husband from his career, to join the Braun for- 
tunes. An original variation on the family circus theme, which was awarded the Avery 


Hopwood prize at the University of Michigan. $2.50 
april AW 
Tennant, C. M. PETER THE WILD BOY Harper 


An eerie tale, with much of beauty in the telling, but with small chance of 
appealing to many beyond the limited circle that like these recreations of fantastic 
legend into realism. There is the basis of fact in the record of the finding of a wild 
boy in the Hanoverian woods, and the bringing of him to England as sport for the king 
in 1725. This is the story as it might have been - his background, the effects of 
thrusting him into so-called civilization, the effects of his personality on the people 
among whom he was thrust —- a wild creature to the end, at odds with man. Not wholly 
convincing and uneven in interest. $2.50 
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April 10 


Fox, Jessie Douglas THE HOUSE ON LARK STREET Macrae Smith 


Pretty sappy story of a pure and staunch and lovely young girl and the 
weakling socialite with whom she falls in love, who hasn't the guts to break off 
his blue ribbon engagement to marry her. After some shilly shallying, fortune inter- 
venes - and Pauline falls to the good old worthy in the background. Rentals. $2.00 


Lambert, Reita BEAUTY, INCORPORATED Macrae Smith 


Rather diluted light love. The life and loves of a beautician, who is im- 
pelled to the , top of the heap by a sincere belief in her work and the jilting of her 


playboy fiance. In the end, she finds security and love with the standby from the 


home town. $2.00 


April 3 
Widdemer, Margaret LADJES GO MASKED Farrar & Rinehart 


This fits into the triangle with Years of Love and Other Lovers and through 
a group of stories dealing with various and sundry homespun average-man prablens, 
several young love affairs are steered into the right course. Wise old grandmother 
Warner is at her old game of dea ex machina once more. Good Widdemer. $2.00 


Wepre |/)() 4 
Giono, Jean HARVES® Viking 


Song of the World won a good, though rather puzzled, critical reception and 
a reasonably good sale. This new novel has a rather similar blend of mysticism, 
paganism and sense of the world of man ahd nature and its rhythms - with even more of 
the pastoral quality and less of the austerity of the earlier book. There is virtual- 
ly no story. What there is symbolizes the death and rebirth of a hamlet in the deso- 
late rockbound lower Alps. Giono makes his man and woman symbolic of elemental nature 
forces and has a keen sense of poetic imagery. Limited in sales appeal, however. 


$2.50 


April 1” 


Lewis, Wells THEY STILL SAY NO Farrar & Rinehart 


In the footsteps of his father, Sinclair Lewis, young Lewis has done a first 
class reporting job, a realistic picture of an average college youth, fumbling, clumsy, 
unprepared. There is much in the book that ranks as intelligent writing, though the 
plot does not quite ring true. Possibly it is a sound reflection of a certain type 
of overintellectualized, inexperienced Harvard student. He takes a year in the life 
of a student, who is preoccupied throughout the book with finding out through per- 
sonal experience whether he has reached man's estate. His instincts: teach him noth- 
ing - he turns to books for instructions in seduction and fails, and acquires thereby 
an inferiority complex on the sexual basis which gives him a harrowing year, until a 
nymphomaniac comes to his rescue. As you can see — not a job for the shockeasilies. 


$2.50 
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May 1 
Baldwin, Faith CAREER BY PROXY Farrar & Rinehart 


A neat, amiable job, but not up to her best, in the story of Joan who is fed 
up with her lily of the field existence, and who goes in for life by proxy. She takes 
a job for a girl who is ill (and sends her the salary); she falls in love with her 
boss, whose wife is in a sanitarium. But complications get too thick - and eventually 
she finds her own place, and her own solutions. Rental chiefly. $2.00 











May 2 







Ellison, Jerome THE PRISONER ATE A HEARTY BREAKFAST Random House 


The life and helter-skelter career of one Shannon Light, in a would-be hard- 
boiled manner, a la Cain, etc., which never quite comes off. It is quite aimless and 
lacks any true impact. Light is by nature an artist, but fearing to be a "softie" 
goes to the other extreme, trying his hand at many things, and getting involved in 
emotional blind alleys, and in a crooked deal where he is done in when he plays 
straight. Neither good nor bad - just meaningless. One of these books on which it 

is difficult not to straddle in a report. He can write - but has little to say. $2.00 

























May 5 





Bibesco, Princess Marthe KATIA Doubleday, Doran 








Fictionized rendering of the love story of Katharina Dolgoruki and the Czar 
Alexander II of Russia. Based on letters written by Katia to her governess. The Czar 
was fascinated with her when she was only thirteen, a forthright, capricious little 
girl, inordinately warm-hearted and loyal. He watches her through school, makes her 
his mistress when she is seventeen, fights the resistance of the Court and his ailing 
empress, fathers her two children, and - after his wife's death - marries her, only 
to be assassinated a week before she is proclaimed Empress. The material affords 
greater opportunities for a romantic story than here emerge. In the telling it is 


over-simplified, almost molded into the fairy tale pattern. $2.50 
May 19 
Nichols, Beverly REVUE Doubleday, Doran 


A satiric story of the building of a revue for production on the London 
stage; a not too flattering picture of the subservience of the production to the 
whims of the star, of the pettiness of stage people, of the chance that makes or 
breaks a production. The story has its moments. There is one fall from grace into 
a sentimental interlude - redeemed later by the use of the aftermath with poisoned 
intent, turned aside just in time. For the most part, it reads like the outline for 
a story - a good idea gone awry, and characters still in cardboard form, lacking sub-— 

@ stance. There is a barbed, cynical and bitter side to the story that sounds a bit 
warped. $2.50 
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RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR INCLUSION IN EARLIER BULLETINS 


February 28 
Jacob, Naomi STRAWS IN AMBER Macmillan 


Remance of two people born on the same day and following the same profession: 
Jewish Morrie and Cockney Sally. They are parted by one thing and another - the death 
of Sally's father, Sally's engagement, Morrie's entering the War, Sally's rise to star- 
dom in theatre while Morrie is starting all over again when the War is ended, Sally's 
marriage, from which she will not free herself, Sally's drinking, from which Morrie 
tries to save her, Morrie's near-permanent injuries received while defending Sally -- 
and finally the happy ending. Though this has a manufactured feel, the theatre back- 


ground is good and the story readable enough. $2.50 
March 1 
Gerard, Francis SECRET SCEPTRE Dutton 


Secret society defending the Holy Grail, vicious anti-Christ character, 
English Secret Service, a motley collection of thugs, and a Scotland Yarder unable 


to reveal the secret of a nobleman's murder. Mixed bag for adventure-sleuthing. 
$2.00 


Maren 15 


Appel, Benjamin THE POWER HOUSE Dutton 


Again Appel presents a tough story of tough guys, petty gangsters, their 
dames and their fixers, in his usual heavy-slugging, uncompromising fashion. The 
novel has a dual theme. Primarily it is the story of Bill, small fry mobster out to 
mussel in on the big-time rackets, starting with his gang of west side kids by inching 
in with a string of bawdy houses. From there he gets into the power-house game, labor 
racketeering, inciting strikes so that he can step in with his confederates and break 
the strike, smash the union, and get a fat pay-off from capital. Side by side runs 
the love story of Cathy Gebhardt and Bill's weakling brother Joe, Cathy determined to 
break Bill's hold over Joe, to set him straight, and finally betraying him. Appel 
knows his material - unpleasant as it is - and this novel is an eye-opener on one 


facet of the American scene which should not be shirked. $2.75 
March 15 

Thane, Elswyth TRYST Harcourt, Brace 

* A far cry from Miss Thane's historical fiction and biography, this very 


gentle, whimsical and exceedingly pleasant love story of Sabrina, an imaginative, 
unworldly girl of seventeen and the Eritish secret service agent who died on the 
Indian Northwest frontier. Sabrina's father takes the old house of Huns Farthing 

for the summer — and Sabrina, exploring the locked room at the top of the house, 
attains a feeling of intimacy with the unknown owner through his possessions, Hilary, 
Just then Hilary is killed on the frontier, and he comes back to his old room. Sabrina 
is immediately conscious of his presence, and falls in love with the dead soldier 
watching over her. Her father and aunt, aware of the supernatural activities in the 
house, and Sabrina's strange behaviour decide to take her away — but death intervenes 
and Sabrina joins Hilary. A very tender, charming story - with an old-world and other- 
world quality. For those who liked 3erkeley Square, The City Lies. Four-Square and so 
on. $2.50 











March 1, 1939 Fiction ~ 9S 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


March 24 


Knight, Kim NIGHTHAWK'S GOLD Dodge 


Average Western with hard fighting Nighthawk squiring a beauteous gal on her 
quest for hidden gold. He outthinks and outshoots a robber gang - and gets the gold 


and the girl. So-so. $2.00 
April web 

Boucher, Anthony THE CASE OF THE CRUMPLED KNAVE Simon & Schuster 

* California setting for a good whodunit. Playing card lore lands this in the 


"speciality background" class. A private investigator and an ex-army officer work 
together to find the killer of inventor-chemist-playing card collector, and his 
brother-in-law and an international spy. Triple set of complications add to the gen- 
eral tangle. The ex-army man wins out over the private dick. Entertaining yarn. $2.00 


April 3 


Polsky, Thomas CURTAINS FOR THE EDITOR Dutton 


Good pace in newspaperman's untangling the killing of his editor and in 
following all leads, cleaning up the city gangsters, crooked politics, etc. Plenty 


of scandal and tortuous twists to the solution. $2.00 
April 21 
Hale, Christopher MURDER ON DISPLAY Doubleday, Doran 


O.K. but not tops - this story of a small American town whipped into a storm 
over the killing of the local gossip. State Homicide Squadder French is brought in 
to untangle the scandals, feuds and rumors involved. A couple of extra red herrings 
make further complications, and a blind woman is shocked into seeing by the killer. 

$2.00 


May 5 


Perkins, Kenneth THREE WERE THOROUGHBREDS Doubleday, Doran 


Unorthodox Western and a relief from standard formula, in the story of a 
cowboy's flight from the charge of murder and robbery. He is befriended by a girl 
who helps him raise his colt, and of course he eventually clears his name and gets the 


money and the girl. But the processes are different. $2.00 
May 9 
Cole, G.D.HY. & Margaret OFF WITH HER HEAD! Macmillan 


Lack of action and paucity of suspects makes it pretty lagzsardly and guess~- 
able, but there are some that like these meticulously English mysteries. The setting 
is nice, when the head of oxford's notorious tart is found in the biscuit tin in the 
room of a student who has been sent down. Scotland Yard and a girl reporter to the 
rescue. $2.00 
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May 12 
Van Buren, John ROPE NECKTIES Dodge 


Lacking the excitement and suspense of the average Western, this is a pretty 
skimpy and, in spots, improbable story of a young cowboy's revenge on a gang of 


rustlers which had done their share in wiping out his family and property. $2.00 
May 13 
Oppenheim, E. Phillips SIR ADAM DISAPPEARED Little, Brown 


Easily digested Oppenheim. Scotland Yard unearths the mysterious disappear- 
ance of a wealthy, eccentric banker, the reason for a dead man in his bank, and the 
vanishing of the bank's funds. The background shifts from the bank to the club, and 
the missing millionaire’s known habits give necessary leads to the unscrambling of 
the mystery. Oppenheim continues to hold up his end. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 


ONE GOOD BET AND TWO DARK HORSES 


March 22 


Cornell, Katharine I WANTED TO BE AN ACTRESS Random House 


The first lady of the theatre tells her story with the warmth, graciousness 
and candor associated with her. She traces early years of struggle, bit parts, stock, 
her marriage to Guthrie McClintic and finally success, with tremendous acclaim, with 
The Barretts, with Romeo and Juliet, with Candida, etc. Great names of stage and 
screen, people she has known - kindly ancedotes, but no capitalizing on them. An 
exceedingly simple bock, with none of the livewire theatre gossip that some of her 
contemporaries have indulged in. Last part a chronological appendix of plays and 


reviews. The illustrations add greatly to the attraction of the book. $3.00 
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Leighton, George R. ~prye—errere Harper 


The Story of Their. Youth and Old Age 


* I had heard this was good - that the excerpts in Harper's Magazine had 
pulled an excellent reader response — but I didn't really expect to find the book as 
absorbing reading as it is. Mr. Leighton has taken five dead or dying cities, - 
Shenandoah, Pennsylvania, which stands as a symbol of the passing of the coal region, 
and a monument to some of the early struggles for unionization; Birmingham, Alabama, 
symbol of the control of absentee ownership of the industries that created the town; 
Louisville, Kentucky, a town torn asunder by the struggle for control on the part of 
politicians and railroad men; Omaha, Nebraska, plaything of the railroad and packing 
magnates; Seattle, Washington, victim of another phase of railroad politics, and of 
the ruthlessness of the lumber kings. Implicit in these five tragic histories is 
much of the seamy side of the growth of our nation and our country, blots on our 
national scutcheon, stories that needed to be told. In telling them, the author has 
succeeded in dramatizing many facets of our growth, in giving due credit - or the 
reverse — to men and women who played their parts in the struggle. Grand reading - 
important economic and sociological document - a book that should find the same market 
that Middletown and the Rivers. of America series have found. Libraries, public and 
private. $3.50 
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May 9 




































Scudder, Townsend JANE WELSH CARLYLE Macmillan 








* Here's the sort of book I should find most fun in selling, if I were a 
bookseller, the sort of book which I could justifiably urge upon my customers who 
liked Fanny Kemble - or Poor. Splendid Wings.- or Roman Spring. Yes, it is as varied 
as those three in its appeal. It is intensely human, full of small details of living, 
of people, of ways of thought, of personalities, literary and otherwise, of the sense 
of background and period — as any of the above titles. Jane Welsh Carlyle was a 
personality, full of charm, magnetism and intelligent beyond most of her generation 
of women. Not the nagging, hypochondriacal scold that tradition has painted her, but 
a woman tremendously in love with her strange and gifted husband (as he with her), 
liberal in her viewpoint, a social asset in any circle, and a helpmate in the finest 
sense of the word. A vital and delightful book, a real contribution to literary his- 
tory, a revealing study of Thomas Carlyle as well as of his wife - and first rate 
entertainment. $3.50 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~ Won-fiction 


March ?? 

Hobson, Wilder AMERICAN JAZZ MUSIC Norton 

@ Serious discussion of "hot" music in technical vein, for those definitely | 
interested in jazz and swing, rather than the general public. Goes into the origins 
and originators of the various types:- bands, leaders and their instrumentalists, 
on to present day headliners. Includes discussion of thirty records in full detail, 
for illustration of excellence of special features. Illustrated. $3.00 
Mellen, Ida M. A PRACTICAL CAT BOOK Scribner 


There are already two good standard cat books on the market, but this one 
is excellent, and the only one covering all breeds in the U.S., both short and long- 
haired. First, a discussion of the breeds, history, standards, points, ete. Then 
how to raise them and show them. Chapters on the mother cat, the kittens, care and 
training, foods, diseases, tricks and games, etc. Excellent bibliography. A thorough 
job. $2.50 


March 20 


Angas, Com. W. Mack RIVALRY ON THE ATLANTIC Lee Furman 


The race for speed across the Atlantic over a hundred years, years in which 
speed records have been broken seventy-nine times, in which with increase of speed 
has come increase in size and luxury. The story spans vessels from the 184 day 
crossing of the little 200 foot Sirius.to the Queen Mary's. three days and 20 hours 
and 42 minutes. From 90 horse power to 200,000 in a century! The author predicts 
geared steam turbine or turbo-electric drive for at least the next ten years, with 
possible future development towards Diesel-electric drive. Our nautical expert re- 

®@ ports this book "non-technical and should be of interest to sea-addicts and students 
of transportation. Com. Angas is a member of the construction corps of the U.S. Navy 
and knows whereof he writes. 0O.K. for older boys. Plenty of pictures, tables, etc. 
Excellent of its type." $3.50 
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Horn, Stanley F. INVISIBLE EMPIRE Houghton, Mifflin 
The Story of the Ku Klux Klan 


For the first time the history of the K K K is told with a background of 
phenomenal research. In narrative form is traced the story of the organization, its 
origin in a small group of amusement-seeking young blades, developing into an all- 
encompassing machine of terrorists, self-appointed law enforcers. He sees its heroic 
aspects, as an essential antidote to carpet-—baggers and scalawags of the reconstruction 
era, the one means of control in a period of chaos. He traces the involutions, cor- 
ruption, misrule and violence perpetrated in its name. He covers the formation, 
general plan of operation, the realms of the "empire", taking each state individually, 
the leaders, especially the Grand Wizard, whom he proves to be Forrest, and the decline, 
after five years. Only the original K K K is discussed, but it is dramatically told 
with a wealth of incident. $3.50 


March 23 


Ralph, Joseph SELF ANALYSIS MADE SIMPLE Dial 


A practical psychologist (mot an M.D.) goes over the rudiments of psycho- 
analysis in elementary fashion: thoughts, buried memories, free association, the 
unconscious, fears and inhibitions, complexes, dream analysis. The purpose is to 
enable the average person to analyze himself, which many will feel is basically false 
and unscientific. Bunkum, pure and simple, doctored up with high-faluting words and 
written too glibly to convey a note of authenticity. $2.25 


Schiff, Sol TABLE TENNIS COMES OF AGE Holt 


Perhaps it is still ping-pong to you. But in this book, the game graduates 
to the class of a first rate sport, and the author analyzes every aspect from a sound 
and constructive viewpoint. He assumes the reader to be a beginner, goes into initial 
steps, beginning shots, and then step by step, he leads one on to good competetive 
ranks, match and championship play. At a reasonable interval, he reviews the steps 
of the process, then goes on to analysis of opponent, organization of tactics, etc. 
Clear, to the point, a valuable book for individuals who want to develop a good game, 
to clubs, to camps, etc. The standard rules of the game are given at the end, and 


one section is devoted to the players, foreign and domestic. $1.25 
March 24 
Meade, Capt. Patrick A. BORN TO TROUBLE Putnam 


There are enough sparks in this autobiography of a pugnacious, fighting 
Irishman with an itching foot, to hold those with a palate for adventure by proxy. 
His youth comprises a succession of scrapes, poaching and fisticuffinég for the first 
Sixteen years, escape from school and shipping as stowaway on a freighter, winding 
up in South Africa. At seventeen he was a private in the Camel Corps in the Sudan - 
he spent four years of the War in active service, and at its close went to India for 
the fighting on the frontier, and was then transferred to the Intelligence. India - 
China - dope runners - prostitutes - slavers - and big game, a motley collection of 
adventures. A career of perpetual close shaves and high pressure action, told simply. 
For men chiefly. $3.00 
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March 24 


Sender, Toni TONI SENDER: The Autobiography of a German Rebel Vanguard 


* With the flood of books on Nazi Germany, this book which deals with the 
years of the struggling German Republic, is a refreshing change. Toni Sender was a 
fighter for women's rights, democracy, labor's rights, peace, disarmament - and she 
was Jewish, so today she carries on the struggle outside of Germany. This is her 
story ~- the story of a courageous and inspired leader against odds of public opinion, 
opposition and consistently bad health. In her defeats she shows no self pity. Her 
egotism is excusable. And her book is thoroughly readable. Good item for women's 


clubs, etc. $3.00 
argh %6 4/4 
Bax, Emily MISS BAX OF THE EMBASSY Houghton, Mifflin 


The American Embassy in London from 1902 to 1914, as seen by a stenographer. 
A picture of pre-war days, under the regimes of Choate, Reid and Page, through the 
eyes of an English woman. She tells of important matters in international relations 
of the time, the gestures necessitated in handling U.S. citizens' requests for royal 
audiences, complaints, etc. She writes of marriages from the Embassy, of famous 
visitors, of Anglo-American socialites and characters of the period, of personalities 
of the Embassy staff, etc. Objective - as she looks back over the years, a personal 
angle on diplomacy from one in a lowly place. Place more or less in the "gossip" 
market, for the people who liked Ike Hoover's book. Chiefly about Americans. Illus- 
trated. $3.50 


Nejelski, Leo THE CAMERA EYE Knight 


This is not a "how to use a camera" book, but rather "how to see a picture" 
book, and for that reason something new in the field. The aim of the author is to 
inspire the photographer with the making of pictures rather than the taking of photo- 
graphs, the methods of approach, details of acquiring facility in producing good re- 
sults. Not for the rank amateur, but still non-technical in style. There is a gen- 
eral discussion of accessories, films, perspectives, substance, where to find pic- 
tures, learning to see pictures, general build-up of interest in taking something 
other than snapshots. The fine photographs, all taken by the author, used as illus- 
trations, are annotated to indicate the whys and wherefores. Introduction by 
Valentino Sarra. . $1.50 


Seager, Allan THEY WORKED FOR A BETTER WORLD Macmillan 


Prief biographies of Roger Williams, Thomas Paine, Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
Elizabeth Stanton, Edward Bellamy - their ideals and the effect they had on American 
thought. Of what their ideals consisted, how they went about trying to achieve then, 
how they did (or did not) achieve their aims. Clear, concise. A good addition to 


the series, The People's. Library. (Adult Education, etc.) $ .50 
March 29 
Du Bois, W. E. Burghardt BLACK FOLK THEN AND NOW Holt 


This is a book that is badly needed. It is an exhaustive and scholarly 
history of the Negroes in Africa, in America, in the Caribbean, in fact everywhere 
they are found. The history of Africa is an involved and confusing pattern, of vital 
importance today, with the pending colonial problems. Inevitably, there is some over-— 
lapping as the story is told from various angles, but the whole emerges as a blot on 
the record of civilization. Important item for college libraries, public libraries, 
ethnological records, etc. $3.50 
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April 3 


Connolly, Cyril ENEMIES OF PROMISE R Little, Brown 


The first of the three sections of this book is a keen-edged piece of lit- 
erary criticism, dealing with the two main schools of prose writing of the last thirty 
years:- the "Mandarin style", aesthetes, perfectionists, including Pater, James, Wilde, 
Proust, Logan Pearsall Smith and Virginia Woolfe; and the "vernacular school" of Heming- 
way and his group, with their journalistic, realistic approach. He stresses the need 
for a merging and a compromise of the two. The second part deals with the enemies of 
literary promise, from journalism, to politics, to escapist narcotics, to worldly suc-— 
cess. The third part is autobiographical and deals with the author's school years, 
the literary evolution of his taste, the conditioning influences of the times. An 
unabashed backward glance at his adolescent gropings and affectations, and an illum- 
inating account of the vices and virtues of the sort of education that was his, - 

St. Wulfric's, Eton and Oxford. Connolly is a finished writer, often stimulating. For 


the Logan Pearsall Smith audience. $2.75 
April 4 
Miller, Dayton Clarence SPARKS, LIGHTNING, COSMIC RAYS Macmillan 
Here's a book that spans two markets, - the layman and rank amateur among 


adults, who would like to short cut to better understanding of the subject; and the 
boy who is dabbling in electricity. An anecdotal history of electricity, based on 
the Christmas week lectures at the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. From the 
beginnings of electric experimentation, through Benjamin Franklin, on to the latest 
experiments with the phenomena of cosmic rays. Pictures and diagrams, descriptions 
of special types of apparatus, etc., help clarify the whole. One gets a sense of 
the growth of ideas as well as the basic facts of discoveries. A good primer of 


science. $2.50 
April X g 

Howe, Quincy BLOOD IS CHEAPER THAN WATER Simon & Schuster 

x 


Polls indicate that more than half of the American people expect war in 
1939. Quincy Howe undertakes to survey the current scene, the shifts in policy of 
the leaders of thought and public opinion. He sees both parties - War and Peace - 
muddled as to issues at stake, both in need of a concerted prodram. He inserts barbs 
in the sides of such people as Dorothy Thompson, Walter Lippman, F.D.R., various 
Foundation heads, and he does not spare Hoover, Beard, et al. This is a distinct 
contribution to our individual program of propaganda analysis, though it too demands 
a searching mind. Howe has a pungent, satirical vernacular, he has a faculty for 
adroit lopping off of each and every clay foot. His subject matter is distinctly 


controversial, though stimulating and challenging. $1.75 
April 11 
Riesenbers, Felix & Aliand, PORTRAIT OF NEW YORK Macmillan 


Alexander 


In connection with Alland's photographs, Riesenberg interprets the various 
phases of New York, the down and out, the socialite, the facets of Broadway, the 
Village, out of the way places and people, subways, office buildings - all in rather 
oratorical vein. The contrasts, exaggerations, horrors and beauties as viewed with 
alarm, make this a special item, not to be sold as a World's Fair guide book. Fine 
illustrations. $5.00 
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April 17 


Rothery, Agnes NORWAY Viking 

























A disappointing book, from every angle except that of sheer aesthetic en- 
joyment in the beauties of Norway. Miss Rothery conveys delightfully, as always, a 
sense of the physical aspects of the country, of the natural. beauties, the character 
of the people, their cities, their villages, their homes, their way of life, But, 
somehow, today, one expects more — particularly where opportunity is at hand and 
little else on the market in competition. One expects - and does not get - some 
aspects of Norway's place in international affairs, something of Norway's contribu- 
tion to economic and sociological problems, something of their labor conditions, of 
the extent of the cooperatives so much heralded in Sweden, something of their prob- 
able position in relation to fascism and the next war. On all of this she is either 
Silent, or skirts the edges superficially. Too bad - it limits her market sharply, 





to those who want simply a background travel book on Norway. Illustrated. $3.00 
April ‘b 
Marvin, Donald Mitchell DESIGN FOR RECOVERY Harper 


This book is planned for the citizen puzzled over the possibility of finding 
a way out of the morass of public debt and government interference, toward stability, 
security, recovery. There is a good deal of sound criticism, and of constructive 
suggestion -— the shifting of the burden of relief to the production of new capital, 
the realignment of the facts and figures of public debt, the development of new mar- 
kets, the creation of a world bank, and so on, while not new, are here presented for 
the average reader. In some respects, their criticism is glib, their suggestions 
idealistic, and many of the connecting links are left up in the air. But it is 
clear, concise, and challenges attention. $2.00 ¢— 


Announcing for April 21 


Baker, Ray Stannard WOODROW WILSON: Life and Letters Doubleday, Doran 
Vol. VIII: Armistice 


The final volume in this great biography, covering the period from 1918 to 
the signing cf the Armistice. Check your buyers of the previous volumes, as they are 
asure market for this volume. Public libraries -— an essential item. Illustrated. 


$5.00 
A, —— April 21 | 51 pel a | Coun. 
é 
Worden, Helen HERE IS NEW YORK Doubleday, Doran 
* This is fun — the most entertaining book yet seen, designed for the World's 


Fair visitor, and so fresh in presenting information that there should be a great deal 
for the local residents who don't know their New York as well as they know their 

London or their Paris. Shops, eating places, churches, parks, foreign districts, 
financial district, ¢tc. A chattier book than the the Slocum:Xey to New York (Harper) ~- 
interlarded with names, social and otherwise, department heads, anecdotes and facts, 
based on personal investigation, by the author, a feature writer on the World-Telegram. 
Illustrated with maps and 50 line drawings. $2.50 








Non-fiction — 
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Wicks, Robert Russell HOW TO ACHIEVE A GOOD HOME Scribner 


March 1, 1939 


This isn't a book on interior decorating, as the title led me to expect. But 
a book on the basis for happiness in the home, which, in the last analysis, the author 
brings down to a discussion of the significance of religion. He analyzes the funda- 
mentals of home unity, -— open mindedness, respect for differences, companionship as 
opposed to romantic idealism, understanding of sex problems, shared burdens and shared 
fun, family sentiment, respect for traditions and opinions, introduction of creative 
arts, of appreciation of nature, of recognition of the values of repression and dis- 
cipline in forming character. Against this background, he poses the problems of re- 
ligion and its significance to the individual and the group. A helpful book for 


parents, teachers, etc. 


$1.50 


Announcing for May 


Millett, Fred B. CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN AUTHORS Harcourt, Brace 


This promises to be a valuable reference book, since it is based on the useful 
Manly and Rickert book of the same title. 221 authors - biographical sketches, most of 
them based on material contributed by the authors themselves, critical surveys. Com- 


plete bibliographies, including not only books but pamphlets, brochures, etc. Indexed. 
$2.50 


May 4 


Morley, Christopheer LETTERS OF ASKANCE Lippincott 


Potpourri of letters, essays, Sat. Rev. columns, a poem or so, and addresses, 
which range from rambling jottings to gentle satire and flight of fancy. In humorous 
vein, the best selections are Creative Writing and The Worst Christmas. Story. Most of 
the material has appeared in various periodicals, but his fans will be glad to have it 


collected in book form. You know his market. $2.50 ~ 
May 5 
Engle, Paul CORN: A Book of: Poems. Doubleday, Doran 


I was one of the shouters for Engle when American Song appeared in 1934. 
From that vantage point, I confess to a disappointment in his work since then, and in 
this new volume frankly feel that his strugéle for articulateness on subjects such as 
freedom, worth of human life, today's problems has taken precedence over his sense of 
pure poetry. There are finé passages - but there is less ruggedness. There are bits 
of vital American spirit - but there is much sense of disillusionment. In thought he 


may have grown; as a poet, he seems less alive, less important. $2.00 
May 10 
Early, Eleanor ADIRONDACK TALES Little, Brown 


Easy to take information about places, people, history, legend and stories 
of the Adirondacks. In unorthodox guidebook manner, she presents Saratoga, Saranac, 
Ticonderoga, Lake Placid (the Club and its founder), hotels, camps, trips, mountains, 
forests, lakes. It is entertaining, lively, enthusiastic - not a how-—to-do but a how- 
to-enjoy book. Nobody is doing this sort of thing as well. Illustrated. $1.75 
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RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR EARLIER BULLETINS 


American Guide Series THE OREGON TRAIL : Hastings House 


Here is an addition to the American Guide Series that could well be made a 
supplementary reader to geography and history. The first chapter traces the back- 
ground and the broad outlines of the story from the Lewis and Clark expedition, through 
the fur traders, the Mormons, the opening of the railroads, on. Much of the material 
used in connection with successive towns on the route, in the balance of the book, is 
drawn from the diaries of contemporaries, and makes good reading. Route U.S. 30 is 
the modern trail most nearly approximating the early trail, and the guidebook shows 
how alternate routes combine to give the whole picture, from Independence to the Coast. 

$2.00 


Announcing 


Frost, Robert COLLECTED POEMS Holt 


Frost is accepted as one of the leading figures in the contemporary American 
scene. In 1930 a volume of his collected works appeared. Since then, a good deal of 
new material has appeared, and this new volume includes those poems and a new preface. 
Market — public libraries, schools, collectors of Frost. $5.00 


Spivak, John L. SECRET ARMIES: Modern Age 
The New Technique of Nazt Warfare 


This is an angry book, and a somewhat lop-sided one. But - if one balances 
it off with a somewhat less bellicose point of view, there is much of importance and 
value in the revelations here summarized. He sketches the activities of agents and 
propaganda in England; in France; in Central and South America. He indicates the 
operations of this "Fifth Column" activity, and the relation to the Rome, Berlin, 
Tokyo axis. He shows how it fomented Civil War in Spain, how it built and manned a 
network of fortifications in France, how it contributed to the Austrian and Czecho- 
slovakian occupations, how it lays groundwork for sabotage in the next war, how it is 
working for the overthrow of the unsympathetic Mexican government today. He ties it 
up with anti-Communistic and anti-Jewish propaganda everywhere, and attacks the Dies 
Committee as biased. He urges the importance of counter propaganda. $ .50 


Haldane, J.B.S. THE MARXIST PEILOSOPHY AND THE SCIENCES Random House 


This is designed to help laymen to an understanding of the forces of science 
behind thought and action today, but it seems to this layman to be primarily addressed 
to scientific workers and students. It does this, however:— it analyzes the contri- 
bution Marx made to the scientific method as applied to the human field, beyond the 


better known contribution to economic and political fields. $2.00 
Shaw, Irwin THE GENTLE PEOPLE Random House 
In book form, the new Group Theatre pley by the author of Bury the Dead. 
Now starring Sylvia Sidney on Broadway. $2.00 
Buranelli, Albert THE PICTURE CROSSWORD PUZZLE BOOK Stackpole 


Pictures substituted for definitions in this new type of puzzle book. The 
solutions are perforce shorter and simpler. It is less brain-teasing - less tied up 
with a sense of words —- more of a trick or game book. It might catch on, but it is 
not likely to appeal to regular crossword puzzle addicts. $1.35 
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March 2 
Chase, Stuart THE NEW WESTERN FRONT Harcourt, Brace 


Peace at any price - and that means a sacrifice of the idealism one has come 
to associate with Stuart Chase, and a substitution of a frankly materialistic and 
practical viewpoint. He quotes Jefferson: "Never take an active part in the quarrels 
of Europe" as our slogan, and argues that we should keep out of it, up to the point of 
attack on our mainland, to which end he wants preparedness in a big way. He points to 
our greatest danger in our unemployment problem, as compared to the solution of the 
totalitarian states. For the many who want peace and who look sceptically at the 
works of Europe's diplomats, and urge the strengthening of our own walls, here is a 
book that will provide them with ammunition. For those who believe that ideals play 


a part in world politics and world relations, there is little encouragement.Cloth $1.50 
Paper «75 


March 5 


Wilson, M. L. DEMOCRACY HAS ROOTS Carrick & Evans 


The material on which this book is based is drawn from the lectures before 
the Department of Agriculture (Wilson is Under Secretary), made by such notables as 
Beard, Buell, Bliven, Gallup, Wallace, etc. He reconsiders the place of agriculture 
as a way of life, a source of enlarged buying power, a cornerstone of democratic 


liberties. A thoughtful but not particularly challenging book. $1.75 
March 9 
Maury, Richard THE SAGA OF "CIMBA" Harcourt, Brace 


This is the story of the boat - a Nova Scotian fishing schooner, 25' at the 
waterline - her behavior, her weaknesses and strengths, her sturdiness, the qualities 
that gave her personality. Extremely well written, not overloaded with petty detail, 
definitely for the sailing fraternity. Bermuda, and bad storms, Grand Turk, Jamaica, 
the Canal, the Galapagos, the Marquesas, Tahiti, Samoa, and Fiji, where they were 
they were wrecked — and where eventually they lost the boat as a result of government 


red tape. For the sea shelf. Illustrated by drawings by the author. $2.50 
March 10 
Hartley, Livingston OUR MAGINOT LINE: Carrick & Evans 


The Defense of the Americas. 


An extremist point of view and a challenge to acceptance of the realization 
that active participation in the inevitable European War is essential for us, if we are 
to avoid penetration of Germany into Central and South America, the Caribbean and the 
Pacific Islands. He presents in frighteningly realistic terms our position in the post-— 


Munich world, and demands preparedness for active warfare, when needed. $2.50 
March 15 
Fahnestock, Mary Sheridan I RAN AWAY TO SEA AT FIFTY Harcourt, Brace 


The death of her husband sends Mrs. Fahnestock off to join her two sons on 
their 55 foot boat, and, complying with their standards of good behavior, she has a 
Swell time, leaves them, and trades her way home, via Australia, Bali, Batavia, Col- 
ombo, Bombay up to London, mostly on tramp steamers, with the pearls acquired earlier. 
Good woman's club item, entertaining viewpoint in travel material. Illustrated photo- 
graphs. UI A hh wharad ~ & 21 $2.50 
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Dodge 


Dustin, Charles 


1939 






PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 






HARDBOILED TENDERFOOT - Definite date 4/28 


Doubleday, Doran 


Adams, 
Alsop & Kintner - MEN AROUND THE PRESIDENT-from 3/24 to 4/". 


Harper 


White & Smith 


Little, 


Title from GUNS IN THE DARK to GUNFIGHT RANCH 
Price from 


F. R. 


$1.50 to $1.25 


POLITICS AND PUBLIC SERVICE-from 3/20 to 3/2 


Brown 


Schlesinger, A.M.Jr. - ORESTES A. BROWNSON-from late April to 4/15 


McBr ide 


Montague, S. 
Slocombe, G. 


Seribner 


Boyd, James 


NORTH TO ADVENTURE-from 2/24 to 3/1" 
REBELS OF ART-from 3/9 to 3/1 


BITTER CREEK-Definite date 3/20 


Simon & Schuster 


Thouless, R. H. 


Viking 


HOW TO THINK STRAIGHT-from 3/15 to 3/2” 


Caldwell & Bourke-White -— NORTH OF THE DANUBE - from 3/20 to 4/3 


Parker, 


March 15 


March 15 


March 17 
March 20 


March 21 


March 22 


March 23 
March 24 


March 2 


March 28 
March 30 


Dorothy -— HERE LIES - from 4/4 to 4/28 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR-~-MARCH 15th to APRIL lst 


Marquand, J. P. — WICKFORD POINT (Little, Brown) 


Kramer, Horace ~ MARGINAL LAND (Lippincott) 
Thane, Elswyth - TRyst (Harcourt, Brace) 


Zweig, Stefan — BEWARE OF PITY (Viking) 


Abbott & Smith - WE POINTED THEM NORTH (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Boyd, James - BITTER CREEK (Scribner) 
Klempner, John - ONCE AROUND THE BLOCK (Scribner) 


Beard, C. & M. - AMERICA IN MID PASSAGE (Macmillan) 
Roberts, Cecil - THEY WANTED TO LIVE (Macmillan) 


Cornell, Katharine - I WANTED TO BE AN ACTRESS (Random House) 

Keun, Odette - I THINK ALOUD IN AMERICA (Longmans, Green) 

Shute, N. - ORDEAL (Morrow). Book-of-the-Month Club Selection for 
April 


Fearn, A. W. - MY DAYS OF STRENGTH (Harper) 4-/3 
Lancaster, Bruce - GUNS OF BURGOYNE (Stokes) 


Roosevelt, Hall - ODYSSEY OF AN AMERICAN FAMILY (Harper) 4-7/3 


Du Gard, R. M. — THE THIBAULTS (Viking). Literary Guild. Selection 
for April 

Meade, Captain P. A. — BORN TO TROUBLE (Putnam) 

Sender, Toni - TONI SENDER (Vanguard) 


Asch, Sholem - SONG OF THE VALLEY (Putnam) 
Whitman, W. -— GOD'S VALLEY (Viking) 


Rame, David ~ WINE OF GOOD HOPE (Macmillan) 
Beals, Carleton - AMERICAN EARTH (Lippincott) 
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SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT - - No. 3 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Leaf, Munro THE WATCHBIRDS Stokes 


nies Munro Leaf can wrap his pills in the best sugar coating of any juvenile 
writer today. Manners Can Be Fun and Grammar Can Be Fun may have slid into first 

base on Ferdinand's tail, but they stayed there on their own. Now, for a year, The 
Watchbirds have rejoiced the hearts of parents who read The Ladies. Home Journal, and 
the demand for the collection of new style Cautionary Tales. has resulted in this book. 
Beware, children who qualify under floor pilers, show offs, thumb suckers, wont 
players, squirmers, sulkers, grabbers, et al, for The Watchbirds will get you if you 
don't watch out! Nonsense text and pictures - but the idea gets across. (3/2) $1.00 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Lida THE LITTLE FRENCH FARM Harper 


* Through a visit to a French farm, Lida and the illustrator, H. Guertik, have 
presented us with an enchanting and lovely domestic animals book. It is a beautiful 
piece of reproduction and the pictures are more direct and more definitely childlike 
in quality than the predecessors. The text conveys a good deal of factual material 
very easily. (3/2) $1.00 


INEXPENSIVE JUVENILE REPRINT 


Stevenson, Robert Louis A CHILD'S GARDEN OF VERSES Rand McNally 


From the sales point of view, this is a good buy. A lot for the money in 
a complete collection of the perennially popular poems, with numerous colored pictures 
and quantities of blacks and whites. Critically speaking, the art work is somewhat 
sentimental and dated, but the Mother Goose in the same vein outsells all others, and 
this is aimed at the same level of market. (Published) $.50 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9 year olds) 


Literature Committee of the TOLD UNDER THE MAGIC UMBRELLA Macmillan 
Assn. of Childhood Education-ed. 


* An excellent addition to this popular group of books - modern tales, many 
of them fanciful, some realistic. The list of contributors is enough of a selling 
point, and includes Marjorie Flack, Emma Brock, Caroline Emerson, Lois Lenski, Rose 
Fyleman, Anne Casserley, Marjorie Bianco, Carl Sandburg, Eleanor Farjeon, etc. 

(4/4) $2.00 


Williams, Eleanor Troy AND A GOOD FAT HEN Putnam 


A trick book, which might take hold, but which has to be used with children 
who like word games, number games, memory tests -— and who get a kick out of outland- 
ish words which mean nothing to them. The publishers indicate years 2 to 5. My hunch 
is that 5 to 9 is closer to the market. Nonsense pictures and text. (Published) 


$1.50 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Sowers, Phyllis Ayer DHAN OF THE PEARL COUNTRY Whitman 


Ceylon this time, as the setting for a story of a pearl diver and his chil- 
dren. Not definitely a story of the country, the people and the way of life, but an 
adventure tale against this background. Illustrated by Margaret Ayer. (4/1) $2.00 


Gauss, M & C. W. SMASHER AND KICKUP Whitman 


This is a better story than Firecracker, and for a change the wild horse is 
an outlaw in the making, and this is the story of the original trick used to tame him 
for range use. Illustrated in colors. (no date) $1.00 


Van Vrooman, Maria JU JU AND HIS FRIENDS Whitman 


Southern France and an adventure story revolving around two little French 
children and their donkey pet, of how they braved a strange journey so that he might 
not be stolen and how they became part of a traveling show for a brief span of time. 
The story has a good deal of flavor and charm but is unimportant. (5/1) $2.00 


J hi & en b-1-2 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact. Books. 


Freeman, Harrop & Ruth CHIPS AND LITTLE CHIPS Whitman 


A good idea but it doesn't come off. Chips is the carpenter who is building 
the big house; Little Chips is the small son who learns to build a playhouse from 
watching the building of the big house. There's not enough realistic approach and 
background to make the results convincing. (4/1) $ .75 


Holberg, Ruth NOT SO LONG AGO _ Crowell 


This seems badly timed, for with the San Franeisco Fair at one end of the 
country and the New York Fair imminent at the other end, a story about the Chicago 
Fair back in 1893 is too deliberate an effort to dramatize contrasts. Penny's ad- 
ventures in talking over a telephone and seeing the Otis elevators seem dull to the 
1939 youngster who takes radio in his stride. [Illustrated by Richard Holberg. (4/9?) 

$1.50 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 ~- 12's 


Chaffee, Allen WANDY WINS Random House 


Readable story of the adventures of a moor pony, of his training by suc- 
cessive owners for gymkhana, for racing, for polo, of his good masters and bad, and 
of how eventually he came home again from his wanderings and adventures. Good factual 
content on proper handling of horses, woven into a story. (3/13) $2.00 


ee 


Davis, Lavinia HOBBY HORSE HILL J A & Doubleday, Doran 
€ 


* Perhaps I should have liked the Chaffee story better if I hadn't read this 
similar one in close conjunction with it, and liked this tremendously. A first rate 
story on an old pattern, - a city girl goes to visit her country cousins, finds out 
how little she can show them, and wins through to their respect and affection. Into 
the story is woven an immense amount about handling horses and ponies. Illustrated 

by Paul Brown. Please note - for Brown collectors. (4/') $2.00. 
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FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Lee, Melicent Humason IN THE LAND OF RUBBER Crowell 


A story of the Malay jungle, with more of fact than fiction in the picture 
of the life of the rubber coolies. This makes it more sharply specialized, but 
should fit into supplementary geography reading as a good picture of the methods of 
extracting rubber, and the part it plays in the lives of natives and of white planta- 
tion bosses. Illustrated by Edmund Maxine. (May) $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 


Tourrou, Leon G. & Tracy, Tom HOW TO BE A G=-MAN “oBride 


* Actually, the appeal of this is not limited to one age group. Some boys 
under fifteen would find it fascinating reading; some men well beyond juvenil- classi- 
fication. The special agent who played so great a part in ferreting out the Nazi spy 
ring tells the steps by which a G-man is made. His opening chapters set the picture - 
stressing the stemming back to childhood training, habits and education. Then, step 
by step, the various facets of the schooling for the profession are described. Good 
vocational material, as well as factual background for adventure reading. (4/14) 


$2.00 
ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Fiction 
Lancaster, Bruce GUNS OF BURGOYNE Stokes 


Here's a good yarn in the Kenneth Roberts—Neil Swanson school, centering 
around the adventures of a Hessian nobleman, forced to enlist as a merd¢enary in the 
British army, and sent to America with Burgoyne. There's adventure and romance and 
a new phase of our own Revolutionary War, which makes this good reading. For fuller 
report see February 15th bulletin - page 58. (3/23) $2.50 


Non-fiction 


Connolly, James B. NAVY MEN John Day 


Great stuff for anyone who wants an inside picture of how tne Navy works 
and what makes the wheels go round. For fuller report see February 15th bulletin, 


page 75. (3/15) $3.50 


BOOKS FOR USE BY TEACHERS AND PARENTS 


Coleman, Satis N. YOUR CHILD'S MUSIC John Day 


Highly specialized - though doubtless the author and publisher hope to 
reach an audience not already convinced that music should be a part of education for 
every child. The author, a successful teacher, attempts to analyze for the layman 
the basic considerations involved in resistance on the part of children to music 
lessons, and the ways in which the matter should be handled; the problems of creative 
music, of-postponing the introduction or suggestion of the symbols, the awakening of 
an interest and enthusiasm, and so on. Frankly, I think most people will find it too 
theoretical and general, in spite of the cases introduced to prove the points. Not a 
book that the average parent will read unless already interested and concerned as to 
a child's musical education. (3/154 $150 
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